
              Ideas and Content

1.  If you choose your own topic, pick something 
important to you, that you know a lot about.  If 
someone picks the topic for you, look for a way 
to connect it to your own experience.
2.  Keep your topic small.
3.  Surprise your reader with what you know.  
Don’t spend time on things that anyone else 
could write.
4.  Make your ideas crystal clear. Specific 
details that help the reader picture what is 
happening can make or break your writing.

Organization

       This gives your writing a direction to follow.  
Use a graphic organizer such as a 4-square to 
get your ideas separated into paragraphs.
1.  Begin with a strong start so you hook the 
reader right off the bat.
2.  Your paper should carefully build to the most 
important moment or point you are trying to 
make.
3.  Keep your details in order.  Everything needs 
to fit together and connect back to the main 
idea.
4.  Don’t get carried away with unimportant or 
trivial details if it's a narrative but if it is a 
persuasive paper then make sure that you have 
at  least 2 main reasons, supporting details and 
examples to go along with each reason.  
5.  Good stories have a clear beginning, middle, 
and end.

Word Choice

1.  Choose specific words that create a picture in 
the reader’s mind.
2.  Use words that make your sentences move, 
especially the verbs.
3.  Occasionally try personification, similes, or 
metaphors.

Sentence Fluency

1.  Sentence Sense--Do your sentences make 
sense?
2.  Your sentences should be clear.  
3.  Notice how your sentences begin.  (Don’t start 
the same way.)
4.  Don’t let sentences drift on too long.
5.  Read your work aloud and listen to the way 
your words flow.  

Voice

1.  Voice is YOU coming through your writing.
2.  Honesty is very important.  You must say 
what you truly think and feel--not what you 
think someone else might want to hear.
3.  Think about your reader as you write.  Write 
directly to that person.  Be respectful to your 
audience.
4.  Be yourself.  Don’t try to impress the reader.  
5.  Write with confidence.  Show your 
enthusiasm for your topic.                        

Conventions

1.  Editing is fixing your paper to make sure that 
your text is as error free as possible.
2.  Look for the following:

a. Spelling
b. Punctuation
c. Grammar/How it is used
d. Capitalization
e. Paragraphs

3.  Check everything then check it again.
     Read it slowly and with care.

.  Use  a  different color of pen or pencil to make 
revision changes  for  ideas, word choice,  sentence 
fluency  and voice.  Then use another color to make 
editing changes (spelling, capitalization,  
punctuation, grammar, paragraphing).

Six Traits of Good Writing


