
U.S. History 
After the class read an article by David McCullough the 
class cited many reasons why Americans should study 
United States history: we can learn what makes us great, 
how we got there, and learn from our mistakes. Then we 
launched our early exploration unit by reading multiple 
accounts from the Tainos Indians and Columbus’s diary. 
Students compared the two viewpoints by completing a 
venn diagram. This was followed by researching an 
explorer of their choice on their cereal boxes covered 
with facts about the expedition, the explorer’s biography, 
and fun activities and maps on the back of their cereal 
boxes. Our class will be creating papermache globes with 
longitude and latitude lines, label the continents, and 
make legends to show the route their explorer traversed.  

Math 
We’ve reviewed place value and division, and now we 
are woking on adding, subtracting, multiplying, and 
dividing decimals and fractions.  We need to move at 
a fast pace so it is important that students do their 
homework and ask me questions when they don’t 
understand. I don’t expect more than 30 minutes of 
math homework a night unless parents want them to 
work longer or if students need to retake tests 
because they scored below 80%. During the following 
month we will work on volume, measurement, 
algebraic expressions, and graphing.  Then they’ll 
take their 5th grade end of year test and in November, 
prior to beginning their 6th grade math studies. 
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40 BOOK 
CHALLENGE 

Only 4 books will be 
shared with the class 
(1 each term).  The 

rest of the books will 
need to be 

summarized  in their 
40 Book Challenge 

notebook. The goal is 
to read and 

summarize 10 a term. 

POETRY 
Please memorize 
one poem each 

month that is least 
2 stanzas and share 

share your poem 
with lots of 
expression. 

STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT 

Your child received a 
newspaper poster 
with questions to 
complete  the first 

week of school.  
When it is their turn 
to be spotlighted, I 

will post their 
newspaper, and they 

can share 1 to 5 of 
their favorite books 

with the class. 

WRITING 
We are working on 

writing narratives with a 
graphic organizers called 
4-squares with a focus on 
writing with details and 

visual imagery. 
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SCIENCE 

We’ve been using the 
scientific  process and 

identifying what makes 
an experiment valid or 

invalid. Students should 
plan on participating in 
the science fair in Jan.
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GROWTH MINDSET 

Students have learned the 
importance of believing 

that they can do hard 
things and that failure is 

never permanent. Asking 
questions is vital to 

progression.
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SEPTEMBER 2018

HOGWARTS HIGHLIGHTS 

Literacy 
Next, we’ll capture the 
main idea from  literature 
and primary sources 
about early American 
settlers. We will have a 
culminating activity, 
Colonial Day, where they 
can wear a costume and 
experience daily life: 
having a headmaster, 
writing with quill pens, 
designing quilt blocks, 
making cornhusk dolls, 
and playing colonial 
games.  

In November students 
will present a reader’s 
theater, “A Conversation 
on the Edge of War” 
which is about the events 
leading up to the 
American Revolution. 
Their colonial costume 
can be worn again, 
although, it is not 
required but encouraged.  
I will make hats for all of 
the students, but the rest 
of their costuming is up 
to the parents to 
determine. 


