
 

40 BOOK 
CHALLENGE 

Students should read 
and summarize 20 

books by the end of 
Term 2 (Jan. 12th) 

which includes the 10 
from last term.  

LITERATURE 
RESPONSE 

Another creative 
literature response is 

due by the end of  
Term 2. It can be 

shared with the class 
when they are ready 

to present.  Make sure 
it is a different type of 

response than they 
did in the first term. 

ELF LETTERS 
Students will try their 

persuasive writing 
skills by writing 

letters to the North 
Pole trying to 

convince Santa’s 
Elves that they should 
be on the “good list”.  
In past years we have 
been lucky enough to 

get responses back 
from the elves and 
hope to this year.

READERS THEATER 
It was wonderful to see so 
many students put lots of 

expression into their reading 
and show their performing 
abilities.  I am very proud of 

them!

1
STEM FAIR 

Mrs. Erwin, the facilitator, 
has extended the STEM 

packet registration to Friday. 
The school STEM Fair is 

January 11th. 

2
HOMEWORK 

Thank you for encouraging 
your child to do their daily 
homework. It helps when 

they come to school 
prepared to ask and answer 
questions about their math.

3

 TERM 2  DECEMBER  2017

HOGWARTS HIGHLIGHTS 

Junior Achievement City 
It was an amazing opportunity for our 
students to operate businesses and 
experience what it was like to receive a 
pay check. They became proficient using 
their check registers and debit cards.  This 
was an authentic experience that will 
prepare them for their future. 

Science 
We are exploring the difference between 
permanent, temporary, and electro-
magnets. Students will be conducting 
experiments to learn the properties of 
static & current electricity. 

Gift Exchange  
Students can draw one name to be someone’s 
secret Santa.  Then, on December 15th, they’ll 
bring a wrapped gift between 1 to 10 dollars for 
the classmate whose name they drew.  They’re 
also writing 5 to 10 clues to describe the person 
they will be giving their gift to, so that 
classmates can guess who the gift belongs to.

Math 
We are working on multi-step word problems that require the use of all the operations: 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. Students will represent real-world 
quantities as decimals, and then solve the problems using the appropriate operation(s). 
Then they will apply operations with rational numbers and convert fractions to 
decimals and decimals to fractions. 

Literacy  
We are finalizing our understanding of the 
American Revolution and will have a 
culminating marshmallow war representing 
a few of the battles on Tuesday, Dec. 5th. 
Students are welcome to bring extra 
marshmallows, but I recommend larger 
ones since they’re easier to throw. Students 
will also experience a day of “taxation 
without representation” for use of their 
school supplies and classroom privileges.  

We will begin our study of the constitution 
and the importance of the separation of 
powers along with the guarantees of the 
Bill of Rights. The students wrote our class 
constitution which I’ve attached for you to 
enjoy. We will also be having some mock 
trials with BYU law department in the 
spring. 


